
 
Post-Series Conversation Guide 

 
The Let’s Talk series has run its course for 2021. You’ve already been provided with the series outline and 
pre-series conversation guide. This post-series conversation guide will hopefully help you follow-up with 
your child on the series, what they thought about it, and how they can implement what they’ve learned 
moving forward. Remembering that the goal of the series was to provide students with a biblical framework 
for understanding sexual intimacy, so there is some sense in which we had hoped to “convince” students to 
trust in God’s plan for their lives, even though this is very difficult for teenagers when it comes to sexual 
intimacy. Here are some questions for you to ask your teen that can hopefully guide your follow-up 
conversation on this matter. Feel free to add, subtract, or amend however you feel led. It’s YOUR kid!  
 
What can I do to create a safe space for us to talk about anything, even sex-related stuff? 
Let’s face it. Talking to your parents about sex is awkward for most teens. Even so, experience and research 
affirm again and again that the single strongest influence on teens when it comes to their decisions and 
behavior is their parents. So it’s totally worth it to create the kind of culture with your teen(s) where they feel 
like they can talk to you about anything without feeling like you’ll judge them or be disappointed in them. This 
is hard work, but completely worth it.  
 
What parts of the series did you agree with or disagree with? 
Genesis 1-3 served as the scriptural foundation for understanding the purpose and function of sexual 
intimacy from a biblical perspective. Undoubtedly, every single teen should be able to identify which parts of 
our teaching they reject and which parts they accept. It’s quite complex, because teens - especially high 
school teens - can experience a deep cognitive dissonance between what scripture teaches and what they’ve 
grown to believe personally. This can mark the beginning of a crisis of faith. But this is not necessarily a bad 
thing. Encourage your child by helping him/her understand that 1) our beliefs are constantly in a state of 
evolution, 2) learning to work out those conflicts is very hard, but very good, and 3) Christians can disagree 
on secondary doctrinal matters while still loving and respecting one another.  
 
How do you “work out” the places where you disagree? 
We presented many statements throughout the series that students had to personally evaluate and see if 
they agreed. And even then, “agreement” is complex. If I present the scriptural truth that “sexual intimacy is 
designed to occur between a man and woman in the context of covenant marriage”, I’m liable to get a flurry 
of responsorial combinations. Some students may disagree with that statement while still practicing 
abstinence for the time being. Some may agree that the statement is true, yet still be sexually active outside 
of marriage. And so on. How do we work out this madness? Well, scripture seems to teach us that beginning 
with external behavior modification isn’t the way to go. All of us have the capacity to “look” Christian even 
though our hearts and minds may not be in alignment with the truth of God’s Word. On the other hand, what 



happens when we begin with God’s Word impacting our hearts and minds? Typically, though it may take a 
while, what we accept in our hearts and minds descends into our hands and feet...that is, our actions. In other 
words, right belief produces right behavior much more often than the other way around. But right belief is 
much bigger than believing the right things (James 2:19). Right belief is genuine belief. It’s trusting that God’s 
way is better than our own way and staking one’s life on it. This is a tough pill to swallow when we 
encounter truths that challenge what we’ve previously believed. I told the students that there are typically 
three responses to this kind of situation: 1) we flat out reject the belief, 2) we amend the belief so that we can 
believe it, or 3) we adjust to the belief. We see people do number one all the time. “I just can’t accept that so I 
choose not to believe it”. Number two is seen often as well. We find a biblical truth difficult to accept, but we 
don’t want to reject it, so we change it or interpret it in a way that allows us to still say we believe it. Then, 
there’s the hardest of three, we adjust to the belief. We do the hard heart work of allowing God to transform 
us so that we eventually come to the place where we trust that the belief (God’s way) is better than whatever 
we come up with (our way). Parents must be patient and gracious here. Don’t make it seem as though you 
will withhold your love until your child arrives at the “correct” belief. Instead, allow your love to guide them to 
genuine belief. Grace leads us to right belief and behavior far more often than condemnation does.  
 
What kind of struggles and temptations do you face today that I can help you with? 
Well, this one is bold. And more than likely, you’ll probably get a blank stare. But don’t just ask this once. 
Establishing a culture where your kids can talk to you about anything means honestly confronting the hard 
topics again and again. When your child sees you constantly approach this topic with openness and grace, 
they will eventually get the picture. That doesn't mean that they will necessarily open up as much as you 
think. But at least they’ll know they can. This is more important down the road, when they mess up big and 
wonder who they can turn to. Even then, don’t respond with condemnation, otherwise you’ve belied all the 
work you’ve done to establish open lines of communication.  
 
 


